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The following pages contain a list of disasters which
occurred during the year 1987. The list is not comprehen-
sive and, for the most part, is confined to disasters with
reported losses of at least 10 dead or property damage in
excess of US $1 million. However, in some cases when the
value of the damage was not reported, but appeared to be
significant, or when the criteria above were not met but
UNDRO felt that the damage caused had a severe impact
on the economy of the country, such an event was also in-
cluded.

Disasters ranging from drought, earthquakes, floods
and landslides, to storms and volcanic eruptions, as well as
mine explosions, train or plane crashes, and road accidents,
involving heavy loss of life, are reported, as are large-scale
epidemics. Losses arising from armed conflict are ex-
cluded.

The inclusion of events in this list does not imply
UNDRO involvement in providing relief assistance. An
asterisk (*) signifies the date given is that on which the
event was reported.

NOTE: With reference to earthquakes, the open-
ended Richter scale measures the magnitude of the event
and relates to seismic energy released at the source; the
Mercalli scale describes the level of damage inflicted at a
particular site, on a 12-point scale.
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